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 CURRICULUM VITAE

Kelly E. Rentscher PhD

Assistant Professor
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine

OFFICE ADDRESS: 
Clinical Cancer Center
9200 W Wisconsin Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53226

EDUCATION: 
09/2003 - 08/2007 B.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI
08/2009 - 08/2017 Ph.D., University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
07/2016 - 06/2017 Predoctoral Internship in Clinical Psychology, University of Wisconsin-Madison,

Madison, WI

POSTGRADUATE TRAINING AND FELLOWSHIP APPOINTMENTS: 
08/2017 - 06/2020 Postdoctoral Fellowship, Cousins Center for Psychoneuroimmunology, University of

California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS: 
07/2020 - 12/2021 Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences, University of

California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA
01/2022 - Present Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine, Medical College

of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

AWARDS AND HONORS: 
05/2012 Travel Award, Association for Psychological Science
03/2014 Graduate and Professional Student Council Travel Award, University of Arizona
04/2014 Galileo Circle Scholars Award, University of Arizona
04/2015 Graduate and Professional Student Council Travel Award, University of Arizona
05/2016 Graduate and Professional Student Council Travel Award, University of Arizona
03/2018 Young Scholar Award, American Psychosomatic Society
04/2018 Travel Award, Society of Behavioral Medicine
11/2018 ESPO Best Poster Award, Gerontological Society of America
03/2019 Young Investigator Colloquium Award, American Psychosomatic Society
09/2019 Postdoctoral Fellowship Award, UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center
02/2020 Chancellor's Award for Postdoctoral Research, University of California, Los Angeles
07/2020 CTSI KL2 Translational Science Award, University of California, Los Angeles
09/2020 Mentored Research Scientist Career Development Award (K01), NIH National Institute on Aging
12/2020 Childhood Cancer Survivor Study (CCSS) Junior Faculty Career Development Award, St. Jude

Children's Research Hospital

MEMBERSHIPS IN HONORARY AND PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
01/2014 - Present American Psychosomatic Society (APS)
05/2017 - Present Psychoneuroimmunology Research Society (PNIRS)
08/2018 - Present Gerontological Society of America (GSA)
01/2021 - Present American Society for Transplantation and Cellular Therapy (ASTCT)

RESEARCH GRANTS/AWARDS/CONTRACTS/PROJECTS: 
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Active
Peer Review

Title: Bio-behavioral Research at the
Intersection of Cancer and Aging

Source: NIH
Role: Co-Investigator for subaward
PI: Dr. Jeanne Mandelblatt
Dates: 08/01/2020 - 07/31/2022
Direct Funds: $241,066 (subaward total for all years)

Title: Accelerated Biological and Phenotypic
Aging in Hematopoietic Cell Transplant
Survivors: Social Support as a Protective
Factor

Source: NIH
Role: Principal Investigator
Dates: 09/01/2020 - 05/31/2025
Direct Funds: $596,125 (total for all years)

Non-Peer Review
Title: Accelerated Aging in Hematopoietic

Stem Cell Transplant Survivors
Source: UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer

Center
Role: Principal Investigator
Dates: 09/01/2019 - 08/31/2021
Direct Funds: $50,000 (total for all years)

Prior
Non-Peer Review

Title: Stress and Aging Biology: Couples’ We-
ness as a Protective Factor

Source: UCLA Cousins Center for
Psychoneuroimmunology

Role: Principal Investigator
Dates: 03/01/2018 - 03/01/2019
Direct Funds: $10,000

Title: Stress and Aging Biology: Couples’
Relationship Quality as a Protective
Factor

Source: USC/UCLA Center for Biodemography
and Population Health

Role: Principal Investigator
Dates: 07/01/2018 - 06/30/2019
Direct Funds: $25,000

Title: Investigating Associations Between
Chronic Stress, Social Support, DNA
Damage and Cellular Senescence in the
Midlife in the United States (MIDUS)
Study

Source: USC/UCLA Center for Biodemography
and Population Health

Role: Principal Investigator
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Dates: 07/01/2019 - 06/30/2020
Direct Funds: $25,000

Title: Accelerated Biological and Phenotypic
Aging in Hematopoietic Cell Transplant
Survivors: Social Support as a Protective
Factor

Source: UCLA Clinical & Translational Science
Institute

Role: KL2 Scholar
PI: Dr. Mitchell Wong
Dates: 07/01/2020 - 06/30/2022
Direct Funds: $260,000 (total for all years)

Title: Psychological Distress, Social
Functioning, and Phenotypic Aging in
Adult Survivors of Childhood Cancer

Source: Childhood Cancer Survivor Study
(CCSS), St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital

Role: Principal Investigator
Dates: 12/01/2020 - 11/30/2021
Direct Funds: $20,000

INVITED LECTURES/WORKSHOPS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Local
Kelly Rentscher, Close Relationships, Aging, and Health: A Multi-Method Perspective, UCLA Health

Psychology/Behavioral Medicine Seminar, University of California, Los Angeles, 10/31/2018
Kelly Rentscher, Psychosocial Stress and Aging Biology: Pathways to Health and Disease, Neuroscience

Research Seminar, Medical College of Wisconsin, 07/10/2019
Kelly Rentscher, Stress, Social Relationships, and Biological Aging: Relevance for Cancer Survivorship,

UCLA Center for Cancer Prevention and Control Research and UCLA Kaiser Permanente Center for
Health Equity Monthly Seminar, University of California, Los Angeles, 07/10/2021

National
Kelly Rentscher, Partner We-talk and Communal Coping in the Context of Couple-Focused Interventions for

Health Problems, Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Meeting, Long Beach, CA,
02/26/2015 - 02/28/2015

Kelly Rentscher, Language in Context: Couples' Pronoun use as Indicators of Health-Relevant Relational
Processes, Language and Psychology Preconference, Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, 03/01/2018

Kelly Rentscher, Measurement Considerations for the Assessment of Communal Coping in a Therapy
Context, Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, 04/11/2018 - 04/14/2018

Kelly Rentscher, Couples' We-ness Buffers the Effects of Perceived Stress on Physical Health Functioning in
Midlife Parents, American Psychosomatic Society Annual Meeting, Long Beach, CA, 03/11/2020 -
03/14/2020

Kelly Rentscher, Sleep Disturbance, Fatigue, and and Depression Symptoms Predict 6-Year Clinical
Outcomes Following Allogeneic Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation, Transplantation and Cellular
Therapy (TCT) Meetings of ASTCT and CIBMTR Digital Experience, 02/08/2021 - 02/12/2021

Kelly Rentscher, Loneliness and Mental Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Thinking and Living with
Cancer (TLC) Study Annual Investigators Meeting, 04/12/2021

Kelly Rentscher, Biobehavioral Influences on Accelerated Aging Following Hematopoietic Cell
Transplantation, ASTCT Biobehavioral Research SIG Bi-Annual Meeting, 10/04/2021

International
Kelly Rentscher, Communal Coping as a Change Process in Couple-Focused Interventions for Health
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Problems, International Association for Relationship Research Annual Meeting, Toronto, ON, Canada,
07/20/2016 - 07/24/2016

PEER REVIEWED WORKSHOPS/PRESENTATIONS: 
National
Kelly Rentscher, Correlates and Consequences of Language Style Matching in Couples Coping with Health

Problems, Health, Emotion, and Relationships Mini-Conference, International Association for
Relationship Research, Tucson, AZ, 10/20/2011 - 10/22/2011

Kelly Rentscher, Correlates and Consequences of Asymmetric Partner Pronoun Use in Couples Coping with
Heart Failure, Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA,
01/17/2013 - 01/19/2013

Kelly Rentscher, Coping Can be About More Than You and I: And Words Can Reveal It, Society for
Personality and Social Psychology Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, 02/13/2014 - 02/15/2014

Kelly Rentscher, Paternal Nurturance in its Natural Habitat: Observing Father-Toddler Interactions in Daily
Life, Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention, Chicago, IL, 05/26/2016 - 05/29/2016

Kelly Rentscher, Partner Communal Coping in the Context of Couple-Focused Interventions for Health
Problems, Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 03/29/2017 - 04/01/2017

Kelly Rentscher, Behavioral and Biological Predictors of Chronic Graft-Versus-Host Disease and Mortality
Following Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation, American Psychosomatic Society Annual
Meeting, Louisville, KY, 03/07/2018 - 03/10/2018

Kelly Rentscher, Links Between Perceived Stress and Epigenetic Aging in the Context of Midlife Parents'
Relationship Quality, American Psychosomatic Society Annual Meeting (cancelled due to the
coronavirus pandemic), Long Beach, CA, 03/11/2020 - 03/14/2020

Kelly Rentscher, Couples' We-ness Buffers the Effects of Stress on Accelerated Aging in Midlife Parents,
Annual Dyadic Coping Conference (cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic), College Park, MD,
06/22/2020 - 06/23/2020

International
Kelly Rentscher, Relational Closeness Buffers the Effects of Psychosocial Stress on Cellular Stress and

Biological Aging Marker p16INK4a, American Psychosomatic Society Annual Meeting, Vancouver,
BC, Canada, 03/09/2019 - 03/12/2019
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