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Associate Professor
Department of Institute for Health and Equity
Division of Biostatistics

OFFICE ADDRESS:
Medical Education Building
8701 Watertown Plank Rd
Milwaukee, WI 53226

EDUCATION:
05/27/1989 B.S. in Mathematics, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, M|
05/19/1991 M.S. in Mathematics, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI
09/16/2011 Ph.D. in Biostatistics, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS:

12/16/2013 - 06/30/2020 Assistant Professor of Biostatistics, I nstitute for Health and Equity, Division of
Biostatistics, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

12/16/2013 - Present Member, Center for Advancing Population Science, Medical College of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee, WI

04/01/2014 - Present Biostatistician, Research-Primary Care, Clement J Zablocki VA Medical Center,
Milwaukee, WI

08/01/2014 - Present Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematical Sciences, University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI

01/02/2015 - Present Research Member, Cancer Center, Hematologic Malignancy & Transplantation
Research Program, Medical College of Wisconsin

01/28/2015 - Present Primary Member, Cardiovascular Center, Medical College of Wisconsin

07/01/2020 - Present Associate Professor of Biostatistics, Institute for Health and Equity, Division of
Biostatistics, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI

AWARDS AND HONORS:

2003 Chapter Service Recognition Award, Wisconsin Chapter, American Statistical Association (ASA)

2006 Chapter Service Recognition Award, Wisconsin Chapter, American Statistical Association (ASA)

06/13/2016 - 06/17/2016 New Researcher Travel Award, International Society for Bayesian Analysis (ISBA)
World Meeting, Sardinia, Italy

07/28/2016 - 07/30/2016 New Researcher Travel Award, Institute of Mathematical Statistics (IMS) New
Researchers Conference in Statistics and Probability, Madison, WI

2016 Outstanding Faculty Service Award, Faculty IT Committee, Faculty Council, Medical College of
Wisconsin

2017 Outstanding Faculty Service Award, Faculty IT Committee, Faculty Council, Medical College of
Wisconsin

MEMBERSHIPSIN HONORARY AND PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:
1998 - 1999 North Carolina Chapter of the ASA (Webmaster)
05/01/1999 - Present American Statistical Association (ASA) (Member)
01/01/2002 - 06/30/2012 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Secretary/Treasurer)
07/01/2012 - 06/30/2013 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Vice President)
07/01/2013 - 06/30/2014 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (President)
07/01/2013 - 06/30/2014 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Council of Chapters Representative)



07/01/2014 - 06/30/2015 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Past President)

07/01/2015 - 06/30/2018 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Director)

07/01/2016 - 06/30/2017 Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Council of Chapters Representative)

07/01/2018 - Present Wisconsin Chapter of the ASA (Council of Chapters Representative)

01/01/2020 - 12/31/2020 International Society for Bayesian Analysis (Chair-elect of the Section on
Biostatistical and Pharmaceutical Statistics)

01/01/2021 - 12/31/2021 International Society for Bayesian Analysis (Chair of the Section on Biostatistical
and Pharmaceutical Statistics)

NATIONAL ELECTED/APPOINTED LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEE POSITIONS:
02/2019 Health Care Research Training Study Section, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
03/2019 Chairman, Hospital Readmissions Reduction Program Review Panel, Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services

RESEARCH GRANTS/AWARDS/CONTRACTS/PROJECTS:

Active
Peer Review
Title: Research in early child development to
improve resiliency and equity
Source: AHW-Research and Education Program
Role: Co-investigator
PI: John Meurer
Dates: 10/01/2017 - 10/01/2022
Non-Peer Review
Title: Machine Learning Strategies for Optimal
Donor Selection
Source: National Marrow Donor Program
Role: Co-investigator
PI: Brent Logan
Dates: 10/01/2018 - 09/30/2019
Prior
Peer Review
Title: SES Disparitiesin Breast Cancer: Effect
of Pharmaceutical Coverage
Source: NIH/NCI
Role: Biostatistician
PI: Ann Nattinger
Dates: 03/01/2009 - 02/28/2014
Title: Bayesian Nonparametric Methodology
for CER: Instrumental Variables Models
Source: NIH/NCI
Role: Consultant
PI: Purushottam Laud
Dates: 10/01/2010 - 09/30/2013
Title: Population Health Improvement for
Patients and Employees with Diabetes
Source: Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin
Role: Co-investigator
PI: John Meurer

Dates: 12/16/2013 - 03/31/2018



Title: Move Out: A Partnership with Veterans
Groups to Enhance Weight Management

in VHA

Source: Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Role: Co-investigator

PI: Jeff Whittle

Dates: 05/01/2014 - 08/31/2015

Title: Cardiovascular Roadmap: Bridging our
Foundations to Signature Programs

Source; Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin

Role: Co-investigator

PI: Ivor Benjamin

Dates: 06/01/2014 - 05/31/2018

Title: Left ventricular hypertrophy surveillance

with ECGs, predictive modeling and
personalized medicine

Source: Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin
Role: Principal Investigator

Dates: 07/01/2015 - 06/30/2016

Title: Ensemble Prediction Models for

Personalized Therapy and Survival
Analysis using Large Databases

Source: Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin
(President's Challenge)

Role: Co-investigator

PI: Brent Logan

Dates: 07/01/2015 - 06/30/2017

Title: Mitochondrial function disparities
contributing to cardiovascular toxicity
from radiation therapy

Source; Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin

Role: Co-investigator

PI: Meetha Medhora

Dates: 07/01/2017 - 06/30/2019

Title: Bayesian ensemble models for time to
event data and individualized treatments

Source: Froedtert Hospital Foundation

Role: Co-investigator

PI: Brent Logan

Dates: 06/01/2018 - 05/31/2019

INVITED LECTURESWORKSHOPS/PRESENTATIONS:
Regional
Prakash Laud, Rodney Sparapani, Introductory workshop on Bayesian modeling and inference, Milwaukee,
WI, 10/26/2007

National

Rodney Sparapani, Brent Logan, Robert McCulloch, Prakash Laud, Nonparametric survival analysis using
Bayesian Additive Regression Trees (BART), IMS New Researchers Conference in Statistics and
Probability, Madison, WI, 07/28/2016 - 07/30/2016

Rodney Sparapani, Lisa Rein, Sergey Tarima, Tourette Jackson and John Meurer, Nonparametric recurrent



events analysis with BART and an application to hospital admissions for patients with diabetes,
Kliakhandler Conference, Houghton, M1, 08/16/2017 - 08/20/2017

Rodney Sparapani, Robert McCulloch, Brent Logan, Prakash Laud, Bayesian Additive Regression Trees
(BART) Bootcamp, Biostatistics in the Modern Computing Era, Milwaukee, WI, 09/28/2017 -
09/30/2017

I nter national

Rodney Sparapani, Emacs Speaks Statistics: a multi-platform, multi-package, intelligent environment for
statistical analysis, JSM, New York, NY, 08/11/2002 - 08/15/2002

Rodney Sparapani, Rob McCulloch, Prakash Laud, Semiparametric instrumental variables estimation using
Bayesian Additive Regression Trees (BART), WNAR, Honolulu, 06/15/2014 - 06/18/2014

Rodney Sparapani, Brent Logan, Robert McCulloch, Prakash Laud, Nonparametric survival analysis using
Bayesian Additive Regression Trees (BART), ISBA World Meeting, Sardinia, Italy, 06/13/2016 -
06/17/2016

Rodney Sparapani, Lisa Rein, Sergey Tarima, Tourette Jackson and John Meurer, Nonparametric recurrent
events analysis with BART and an application to the hospital admissions of patients with diabetes,
Lifetime Data Science Conference, Storrs, CT, 05/25/2017 - 05/27/2017

PEER REVIEWED WORKSHOPS/PRESENTATIONS:

I nter national

Rodney Sparapani, Prakash Laud, Jessica Pruszynski, Rob McCulloch, A Bayesian approach to the
instrumental variable approach with a binary outcome and a binary treatment, JSSM, San Diego,
07/29/2012 - 08/02/2012

Rodney Sparapani, Prakash Laud, Jessica Pruszynski, Rob McCulloch, Bayesian inference for causal
guantities viathe instrumental variable approach with a binary outcome and a binary treatment, JSM,
Montreal, 08/04/2013 - 08/08/2013

Rodney Sparapani, Brent Logan, Robert McCulloch, Prakash Laud, Nonparametric survival analysis using
Bayesian Additive Regression Trees (BART), JSM, Chicago, 07/30/2016 - 08/04/2016

Rodney Sparapani, Matt Pratola, Brent Logan, Prakash Laud, Robert McCulloch, Nonparametric Survival
Analysiswith Dirichlet Processes Mixtures and Heteroskedastic Bayesian Additive Regression Trees,
JSM, Denver, CO, 07/27/2019 - 08/01/2019

COMMITTEE SERVICE:
M edical College of Wisconsin
06/01/2014 - 05/31/2015 Member, Computing Committee, Division of Biostatistics
07/01/2014 - 06/30/2016 Member, Faculty Information Technology Committee, Faculty Council
09/12/2014 - Present Member, Governing Board of the AHW Cardiovascular Roadmap, Cardiovascular
Center
01/01/2015 - Present Member, Research Computing Center Faculty Advisory Committee
06/01/2015 - Present Chairman, Computing Committee, Division of Biostatistics
09/01/2015 - Present Member, Engagement Committee, Institute for Health and Society
07/01/2016 - 06/30/2019 Member, Graduate Studies Council Course Evaluation Committee
07/01/2016 - 06/30/2017 Vice-chair, Faculty Information Technology Committee, Faculty Council
07/01/2016 - 10/31/2017 Co-chair, Organizing Committee, Biostatistics in the Modern Computing Era

MEDICAL COLLEGE TEACHING ACTIVITIES:
Graduate Student Education

2013 - 2014 Advanced Bayesian Statistics
2014 - 2015 Statistical Models and Methods 11
2015 - 2016 Statistical Models and Methods 111
2015 - 2016 Biostatistics |
2016 - 2018 Biostatistical Computing
2018 - 2019 Statistical Models and Methods |
2019 - 2020 Advanced Bayesian Analysis



EXTRAMURAL STUDENTS, FACULTY, RESIDENTS, AND CLINICAL/RESEARCH FELLOWS
MENTORED:
Medical Students
Antonio Roki, 07/2018 - Present, Value of CHEK 2 genetic testing in pancreatic cancer

Graduate Students
MS Committees
Stephanie Ghojallu, RN, 01/01/2015 - 05/01/2016 Determining the Incidence and Risk Factors of
Cardiotoxicity in Breast Cancer Patientsin Community Care
Mary Jurken, PhD, 03/01/2015 - 04/01/2016 A Novel Assay for the Detection of Humoral Immune
Deficiencies
Geetanjali Dang, MD, 06/01/2015 - 12/30/2016 Incremental Value of estimated Glomerular filtration
rate in Improving Stroke Risk Stratification in Patients with and without Atrial Fibrillation considered
to be low-intermediate risk by CHA2DS2V ASc Score
PhD Committees
Y ushu Shi, 11/01/2015 - 06/30/2017 Weibull Mixture Models for Regression in the Context of Time-to-
event Data
Bonifride Tuyishimire, 10/31/2016 - 10/01/2018 Modeling Individualized Treatment Rules Using
Bayesian Additive Regression Trees
Tucker Keuter, 08/01/2017 - Present Mixed Model and Ensemble-based Learning for High-dimensional,
Spatially-correlated Imbalanced Data
PhD Students Advised
Charles Spanbauer, 11/01/2018 - Present Machine Learning for Individualized Treatment Rulesin
Diabetes Treatment Using Bayesian Additive Regression Trees
PhD
Rachel Schlaak, 03/05/2019 - Present Identifying inherited genes that contribute to cardiac radiation
sensitivity

Clinical/Research Fellows
Tourette A. Jackson, DrPH, 08/01/2014 - 08/01/2016 Primary care research

Faculty
Jacqueline Kulinski, MD, 09/01/2015 - 06/30/2017 CTSI Clinical Research Scholars
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